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Asking an inhabitant of the 21st century why science matters is somewhat akin to asking a fish what water feels like. Science is everywhere, 
all around us, in us, and constantly passing through us. We live it and breathe it, but – most of all – we take it for granted. Don’t think so? 
Just think back to the last time your electricity went out. How many light switches did you flip purely out of habit? And weren’t you at least 
mildly surprised each time nothing happened?  Science gives us the power to manipulate the world around us, for better and for worse. 
The marvels of our world, as revealed to us by science, can be as amusing as a parlor trick or as controversial as cloned livestock. Our mission 
is to invigorate our visitors, our community, and ourselves through a heightened awareness of the workings of science, the knowledge and 
capabilities it provides, as well as the demands and responsibilities it places upon us. The power is in our hands.  
“The important thing in science is not so much to obtain new facts as to discover new ways of thinking about them.”
– William Henry Bragg
ScienceMatters.
I write my final annual report message with great pride in the 
Science Center’s accomplishments during the past 17 years,  
with great affection for all the people who helped to make it 
possible, and with a few nostalgic withdrawal pains as I retire 
from the best job I ever had! The past year was distinguished by several 
new initiatives that were designed to create new Science Center 
experiences and reach new audiences. 
 A Back to School Bash was introduced to celebrate the beginning of 
the school year, and it is destined to become an annual event. A Sunset 
Science lecture series, geared for adults, provided new perspectives and 
dialogue about current science topics. ScienceWire and other electronic 
communications about Science Center activities were developed for the 
increasing number of people who rely on the Internet to keep informed. 
And, most exciting of all, the AT&T Virtual Science Challenge, a new 
online science competition for Kentucky youth in the hard-to-reach 
middle and junior-high age group, gives us a dynamic World Wide  
Web presence.
 Two initiatives that have been in development for the past several 
years are finally underway. The KidZone Splash! renovation project will 
create a new water table and age-appropriate science exhibits in our 
most popular attraction for children ages 7 and under — and their 
caregivers. Renovation of the adjacent building for our Science Education 
Joan A. Coleman  /  Chairman, Board of Directors, 2007-2008
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Gail R. Becker  /  Executive Director, 1991-2008
 It gives me great pleasure to present this report of another successful 
year for the Louisville Science Center. 
 Everything that we did during the past year helped to ensure the 
sustainability of an organization whose mission is closely tied to our region’s 
educational attainment and economic development. 
 The most critical issue that the Board of Directors addressed was the 
impending retirement of Executive Director Gail Becker, effective August 31, 
2008. During the past 17 years, Gail transformed a charming but out-of-date 
natural history museum into a nationally recognized 21st Century science 
center. She fulfilled our vision to install three world-class permanent exhibits 
and made many other improvements. She leaves us well positioned for future 
growth. 
 Gail’s legacy established a foundation for the national search for a new 
executive director, and we were delighted to announce the selection of an 
outstanding candidate, Joanna Haas, to carry our vision forward. Jo assumed 
the position on September 1, 2008.
 The entire Science Center staff is extremely dedicated, and I wish to 
recognize their work in developing a new Web-based initiative, the AT&T 
Virtual Science Challenge. With the enthusiastic encouragement of the Board 
of Directors, this on-line science competition for Kentucky youth in grades 5 
through 10 was launched in June 2008. The project was made possible by 
major funding from the AT&T Foundation, with additional funding from 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky. 
Dear Friends,
Wing is the first step in developing new educational programs to provide 
after-school science labs for middle-school students, first-time lab 
experiences for young children, hands-on weekend labs for families, and 
science workshop models that teachers can take back to their classrooms.
 I feel great satisfaction that the Science Center is in good shape at a 
pivotal point in its growth and development. Opportunities to fulfill the 
Science Center’s mission and address the science education needs of the 
region include expansion into all five floors of the adjacent building, new 
public programming initiatives to utilize outdoor space being planned 
by the Museum Plaza project, revitalization of exhibits and other interior 
space improvements, a digital upgrade or reconfiguration of the IMAX 
Theatre, innovative new uses of Internet technology, and development  
of new funding sources. 
 New Executive Director Joanna Haas and I have been professional 
colleagues for many years, and I have every confidence that she will lead 
the Louisville Science Center in new directions.
 Thus, I bid farewell to the Science Center’s many friends and 
supporters. We have been successful because of you, and I thank you  
for your financial support and other contributions, your words of 
encouragement, and your belief that the Louisville Science Center is  
a valued community asset that is an integral participant in the quality  
of life that we all enjoy.
 Another significant milestone was reached during the past year, when 
Metro Government signed an agreement to purchase the adjacent property 
at 745 West Main Street for the Science Center’s future expansion. We 
awarded a general construction contract in June 2008 for the renovation of 
the first floor for a long-planned Science Education Wing.
 The Board of Directors also took action on several governance issues 
during the past year. A new Conflict of Interest Policy and a Naming Rights 
Policy were adopted. An Investment Committee was formed, and an 
investment manager was selected. A strategic planning workshop in January 
2008 elicited lively discussion about preparing for a leadership transition 
and setting the stage for future growth. A new slate of officers was elected, 
and Bill Strench became Chairman on July 1, 2008. 
 My tenure as Chairman of the Board of Directors has allowed me to take 
an active role in advocating for my passion, which is to help our region 
succeed in the global economy. Science, technology, engineering, and math 
education are all critical to the achievement of this goal, and the Louisville 
Science Center has been an active contributor to this effort. 
 I wish to express my appreciation to the Science Center’s many 
supporters, and especially to all members of the Board of Directors and the 
wonderful staff, for making my two years as Board Chairman so awesome!
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 Thank you, Gail Becker. The entire community expressed its 
deep gratitude to Executive Director Gail Becker, who retired last 
summer after 17 years of leadership that transformed the Louisville 
Science Center. 
 With the help of a committed Board of Directors, Gail achieved 
unprecedented levels of success, including: 
•  raising more than $21 million for capital projects
•  installing nearly 40,000 square feet of new hands-on exhibits
•  increasing the number of people served by 30 percent
•  increasing the operating budget by 88 percent
 Gail also led efforts to fund three major exhibits at the Center: 
The World We Create in 1997, followed by The World Within Us in 
2001, and The World Around Us in 2005.
 “The Louisville Science Center has grown and flourished under 
the leadership of Gail Becker,” says past chairman Joan Coleman. 
“Through her leadership and dedication, Gail brought the Science 
Center to a new level as the region’s leading resource for informal 
science education.”
 According to Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson, 
“Gail has led the Science Center from humble 
beginnings to become the State Science Center 
of Kentucky and a leader in its field. With this strong 
foundation, I’m excited about the new opportunities 
to move the Science Center forward.”
 Chairman William Strench calls Gail “a visionary 
leader. She was ahead of her time, realizing early 
on that we needed interactive exhibits to help 
children learn and want to learn.”
 The Science Center staff, community leaders, 
and other friends of the Science Center bid her a 
fond farewell with best wishes for her new stage 
of life. 
Welcome, Jo Haas.
The Science Center Board of Directors announced in May that they had chosen 
a new executive director, Joanna E. Haas. “Jo,” as she’s known to colleagues, 
is the former director of the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh. She began 
her career at Ohio’s Center of Science and Industry (COSI) and later held posts 
at Ford Motor Company and Henry Ford Museum. Haas is energetically 
philosophical about her new position. And she’s eager to answer questions….
Q: Let’s begin with the same question you asked at your first staff meeting  
at the Science Center: What is science?
A: (Laughing) If you ask most people, you get very specific answers. But science  
is brushing your teeth, making dinner, playing baseball, dancing…. Science is 
everything. Our charge as a science center is to interact with everybody on that 
concept. Science is, at its core, about creativity, problem-solving and possibility-
oriented thinking. It is a holistic way of thinking about things and asking questions.  
Science encourages creative, open-minded thinking. It’s a way of life.
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Science of Transition.
Q: Artists say similar things about their field....
A: Science and art are the two best ways to hone your skills in that arena. Little kids are the best scientific thinkers. They don’t  
have any paradigms or inhibitions or any sense that some things can’t be done. What a wonderful way to look at the world  
as an adult. Science helps kids and adults alike be more oriented to possibilities rather than challenges.
Q: Is that why you believe science education is important for the community?
A: Certainly it’s important for scientific workforce development. But to get everybody thinking like a scientist is not a bad thing, 
either. It would be a better world overall—as we face challenges in our politics, society, the environment – if we tried looking  
at the world in an entirely different way. We can all apply science to everyday living.
Q: How can a science center help people see science in this exciting light? 
A: What’s great about working for a science center is that it can reflect what’s going on in that community from a scientific point  
of view. We can use existing interests to inspire people around the subjects of science and technology. In Louisville there’s  
great work going on in the medical arena. In manufacturing, there are also great advancements to share. And people here have 
an interest and excellence in arts and culture. Using these existing interests, we can play a role in getting people comfortable 
with science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
Q: So you expect the Science Center will be working closely with the community?
A: Absolutely. I see myself as an archeologist, uncovering the best of what’s happening here in the businesses and universities  
and illuminating that for very large audiences. Labs, corporate think tanks, and manufacturing floors can’t have thousands  
of outside people coming in. We’re set up for that. If something is happening in a lab, we can put a big lens on it. We can be  
the people who help this community and this state show off the advancements taking place.   
The Science of Coffee The simple pleasure you derive from your morning coffee is actually the result of more than 1500 chemical substances and can involve up to 13 independent chemical and physical variables.  
The study of coffee - a field nearly as popular as the beverage itself - involves genetics, agronomy, botany, physics, mathematics, chemistry, biochemistry, biology, engineering, and physiology, among others.
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Q: What is your impression of Louisville so far?
A: It’s great! This community is intellectually rigorous and obviously values family. People care about one another and join together in ways 
that make a difference. Plus, it’s an inherently creative community. It’s a perfect place for a science center to thrive and have a role.
Q: Any initial plans?
A: It’s early, but I’m always looking for ways to add more innovative programs and partnerships. A lot of this is already happening,  
but I’d like to go from being a tremendous community asset to being a true force in the community. Science is a way of thinking,  
and we need to bring that to the forefront. For example, we should be taking a role in science ethics. Everyone else – universities, 
political groups, churches - has an agenda. There’s no agenda here except to offer a forum for perspectives. We can explore differing 
opinions and insights. You can find things that surprise you or anger you or engender a reaction you didn’t expect. It’s a great role  
for a science center because this is a safe place for that kind of dialogue to happen. The things we accept today as basic, like gravity, 
were controversial at one time. We’re the new street corner for those kinds of conversations to take place.
Q: You’ve held posts at two other science centers and helped open a third. But you also worked in the corporate world at Ford.  
How does that experience influence your approach?
A: I have a corporate mindset that you don’t have unless you’ve been inside a Fortune 500 company and seen it working globally from the 
inside out. What I’ve learned is that we need a retail mindset in our drive for science literacy. That doesn’t mean you’re minus a mission; 
it means you can better deliver on your mission. You start with a good product, which we have. Then we need to package and sell it and 
deliver it in a way that makes people zealots of our brand. We need to find the right entree to do that.
Q: How does science play a role in your personal and professional life?
A:  If I wake up every day being exceptionally curious about the world, and if I spread that around and help people see everything,  
not only for what it is, but for what it could be, then I am doing my job. I’m not a molecular biologist or a doctor or an engineer.  
I am an ambassador of scientific values. And I landed in the right place.
Age: 41  
Hometown: Cold Spring (Northern Kentucky)
Career highlights: 
Led the Carnegie Science Center of Pittsburgh for five years. Serving •	
more than 700,000 people annually, it is internationally recognized 
for original traveling exhibitions and planetarium shows and recently 
earned the nation’s highest award for community service.
Joined the Ford Motor Company in 1998, and became Director of  •	
the Spirit of Ford in 1999.
Served as Director of the non-profit Henry Ford Museum from  •	
2001 to 2003.
Began her career at Ohio’s Center of Science and Industry (COSI), •	
where she worked nearly 10 years and was named vice president of 
operations.
Biggest inspiration: Her son Winston, age 2. “It’s great to have your •	
own day-to-day reminder of what really matters,” says Jo. “He has 
re-energized me and reinforced the importance of this work.”
9
Meet Jo.
Science you can put your hands on, splash around in, 
and sink your teeth into.
The Science of Traffic Jams Major traffic jams often occur for no apparent reason. Mathematical models have revealed that a single motorist slowing down on a busy roadway will force the next car to slow down 
even more and the next car to reduce its speed further still. Thus the jam progresses in a “backward travelling wave,” which may bring traffic to a complete halt several miles upstream.
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this year the Louisville science center challenged Kentucky students in grades 5 – 10 
to take on the most creative science in cyberspace. 
 The online AT&T Virtual Science Challenge inspires students to use video and Internet technology to show the world  
a unique solution to one of three unconventional science challenges:
Take It Outside•	  - where outdoor fun becomes serious science
Quit Bugging Me•	  - a challenge to solve an everyday annoyance
SuperYou•	  - for those dreaming of life with a superpower
 The Challenge helps students develop their science, math, engineering, and technology skills as they work individually  
or in teams. To help, Science Center staff led hands-on workshops in Louisville, Owensboro, and Prestonsburg. Web site 
visitors rated videos to help determine the winners, which were also scored by a team of judges. 
 “The Challenge brings together businesses, educators, science-centered organizations, and Kentucky families in a unique 
way to help prepare students to succeed in school now and in the workforce of the future,” said Joan Coleman, president 
of AT&T Kentucky and chair of the Science Center’s board of directors. In addition to AT&T Kentucky, Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc. and the UPS Foundation also provided funding.
 Check out the videos and keep up with what’s happening in Year Two of the Challenge by visiting VirtualScienceChallenge.com. 
You’ve never seen science like this before!
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From jumping in puddles to playing in the bathtub, young children naturally love to experiment with water. 
Thanks to new grants and tremendous community support, the Science Center will help young visitors engage  
in water investigations in new ways that lead directly to the development of scientific skills. 
 Just Add Water! is a three-part project for early learners that includes: 
A new family learning center adjacent to KidZone, known as the KinderScience Lab•	
Educational programming that uses water as a medium for building inquiry-based science skills•	
Complete reinvention of our Splash! water-play exhibit in KidZone•	
Water, water everywhere
 Water is a universal language. Everyone knows what it is. There are no verbal, cultural, socioeconomic, 
educational, or generational barriers. So water is a great way to begin a two-year initiative that will give at-risk 
students in kindergarten through second grade at five targeted schools an opportunity to develop scientific skills 
necessary for academic success. 
 Kindergartners will learn to record the observable properties of matter and how to classify them. First-graders 
will explore the physical properties of solids and liquids. Second-graders will investigate the changing states of 
water by conducting their own empirical research.
three, two, one ... splash! 
 It’s time to leak the good news. Splash!, the Science Center’s new water-play exhibit in KidZone is now open. 
Eager for trickles and giggles, kids can have a wet-and-wild good time with the new water tables – brimming 
with fun lessons in science inquiry. And because the water tables wrap around several walls, two-year-olds can 
play in one area while older children play in another. 
The Science of Basketball13 Louisville Science Center  Annual Report  07-08 14
water.
Splish, Splash! Where kids learn it can be fun 
to take a bath.
It wouldn’t be difficult for a physicist to calculate the exact force, direction, and velocity required to throw a basketball through a hoop. The trouble is players cannot possibly calculate the exact 
angle and force necessary for a given shot, or control their muscles with such calculated precision. So conventional physics is of little help. Instead, players depend upon ‘kinesthetic memory,’ 
which comes from practicing shots over and over, thousands of times. Repetition familiarizes athletes with what a good shot feels like and what movements they must make to achieve that shot.
sunset science sparks adult interest 
Sunset Science is a monthly lecture series focusing on timely topics that keeps adults in the community connected to the science  
in their world. This year’s series drew 653 visitors to these evenings of coffee, conversation, and enlightening information from 
science experts. Guests learned more about global warming, Louisville’s flood protection, the latest dinosaur discoveries, and 
many other engaging topics.   
Mad scientist Ball goes cajun 
First the good news: No one was bitten by an alligator. Now the even-better news: 230 guests joined in the fun at the Cajun-
themed annual gala, raising over $100,000 to support the Science Center’s educational programs. The New Orleans-style cuisine 
and toe-tapping music made this black-tie affair an event to remember.
Back in the learning groove with the Back to school Bash 
To help students and their families get back in the school spirit, the Science Center hosted its first-ever Back to School Bash. 
Families kicked off the school year with a celebration of science and math, complete with refreshments, music, scavenger  
hunts, and live demonstrations. Visitors even built their own helicopters and aimed them at targets on the atrium floor.  
For those wondering about the technology behind IMAX films, we offered behind-the-scenes tours. In KidZone, young  
visitors explored the world of insects. The Back to School Bash was a fun way to get young brains ready for an exciting  
year of learning. 
science saturdays spice up the weekend 
Hundreds of families made science part of their weekend fun with the continuation of the popular Science Saturdays  
series. Science Center educators, along with featured scientists and experts, guided visitors through a variety of fascinating 
programs on themed days, including: Sum It Up, Chemistry, Healthy Living, Mummies, Dental Health, Engineering,  
Brain Awareness, Aviation, Alternative Energy, DNA, and Dinosaurs.
raising the roof with thunderBlast 2008 
The Science Center once again offered a unique, family-oriented alternative for experiencing the annual fireworks show, 
Thunder Over Louisville. Guests enjoyed activities inside and out, a catered meal from Masterson’s, and an all-access pass to 
exhibit areas. The Riverview Room offered shelter from the unfavorable weather and a prime viewing spot. Despite the weather, 
the event grossed $122,690 to benefit educational programs.  
Special events raise student interest, science issues – and educational funds
“We are still beaming with delight over this wonderful experience...  
My hat’s off to you all for making science fun and broadening their 
horizons on how science is a part of our everyday lives.” 
– Susan Speece, parent of AT&T Virtual Science Challenge award winner Katherine Speece
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Special Events
The Science of a Kiss A kiss can set off a cascade of neural messages and chemicals that transmit tactile sensations, excitement, feelings of closeness, motivation, and even euphoria. Kissing may have evolved from primate mothers’ 
practice of chewing food for their young and then feeding them mouth-to-mouth.
In strange Matter, visitors twisted, squished, felt, and otherwise manipulated a variety  
of everyday materials as they explored the amazing and sometimes bizarre properties of 
matter. They may never look at things the same.
Flip it! Fold it! Figure it out! invited visitors to play with patterns, shapes, sizes, and 
volume in hands-on math exhibits. Participants got physical with paper, tiles, mirrors,  
and drums as they discovered that math is just about everywhere.      
Brain: the World inside Your Head provided a glimpse into the inner workings of the 
human brain. With the help of special effects and 3-D reproductions, this hands-on exhibit 
invited visitors into the virtual world of the brain - complete with electrical brainstorms, 
dreams, and mental illnesses. Think about it.
Be the Dinosaur welcomed visitors into the virtual world of dinosaurs. This exhibit offered 
participants the chance to view dinosaurs, make dinosaurs, and be dinosaurs in this 
interactive step back in time.
Temporary Exhibits
never the same twice, temporary exhibits keep visitors coming back for more
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A glimpse inside great scientific minds.
Including your own.
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total served: 407,768
Total ticketed admissions: 328,195 
Ticketed exhibit admissions: 165,404
Ticketed IMAX admissions: 108,530
Ticketed KidZone admissions: 60,329
Visitors attending demonstrations: 19,446*
The best field trip ever
Total students served: 162,196
Total Kentucky students served: 131,126
Number of Kentucky counties represented: 72
Total Indiana students served: 31,070
Number of Indiana counties represented: 26
Midnight Magic Camp-in attendance: 927
Total teachers served: 1,261
Teacher Nights attendance: 469
19
iMAX films take visitors to new worlds, past and present
HurricAne on tHe BAYou
Greece: secrets oF tHe PAst
LivinG seA
WireD to Win
MuMMies: secrets oF tHe PHArAoHs
DinosAurs ALive
DoLPHins
Viewers experienced the rich culture of New Orleans, glimpsed the rapidly disappearing 
wetlands, and explored the devastation of Hurricane Katrina as they journeyed with four 
legendary musicians through the heart of the bayou.
Audiences embarked on an archeological journey of Ancient Greece, uncovering the  
remnants of a distant time while discovering some foundations of the way we live today. 
Surfers, researchers, the Coast Guard, and a rescue squad took viewers on a breathtaking 
tour of the world’s oceans as they explored how life is dependent on the health of the sea. 
Viewers experienced the pain and drain of a grueling three-week bicycle race as they 
accompanied professional athletes through the treacherous but breathtaking landscapes 
during the Tour de France. 
Traveling thousands of years back in time, audiences joined researchers as they  
uncovered clues to life in Ancient Egypt in this captivating adventure film featuring 
mummies, thieves, and hidden treasures.
Audiences witnessed remarkable discoveries as they joined renowned paleontologists 
from the American Museum of Natural History in unearthing pieces of the prehistoric past. 
Viewers traveled through exotic reefs and warm seas as they entered the amazing world of 
wild dolphins. 
* Demonstrations in the Chemistry Kitchen, BioLab,  
  Discovery Gallery, and temporary exhibits.
IMAX Films
Bread dough rises because of yeast, a single-cell organism that grows and multiplies as it ferments the sugars found in flour. This fermentation process produces small gas 
bubbles that are trapped in the dough, forcing it to rise into a honeycomb structure.
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Our inspiration? We get it from you.
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GiFts-in-KinD
Heine Brothers’ Coffee
Residence Inn Louisville Downtown
Louisville Bats
Rowland Design, Inc.
Subway
Video Solutions Inc.
KiDZone: sPLAsH!
Water Table Replacement Fund 
Campaign Gifts as of June 30, 2008
$100,000+
Institute of Museum and Library Services
$50,000 – $99,999
The William E. Barth Foundation
$10,000 – $49,999
Eleanor Bingham Miller
W. L. Lyons Brown Foundation
The Wood and Marie Hannah Foundation, Inc.
$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Holly and Joe Gathright
The Gilbert Foundation
The Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels
Kosair Charities
Publishers Printing Company
$1,000 – $4,999
AT&T Kentucky
Gail R. Becker
Gregg and Joan Coleman
David Construction, Inc.
Laura J. Dunbar
Phillip and Kathy Gahm
Jackie and Andrew Griffin
Jane Hardy and David Schmidt
Randy and Charlotte Hockensmith
Mr. David B. Holobaugh III
Lee and Angela Leet
Mr. and Mrs. B. Riggs Lewis
Tom and Jana Liston
Theresa and Michael Mattei  
 and Family
Kathy and Kent Oyler
V. V. Cooke Foundation
Drs. Stephanie and Greg Walton
$500 – $999
American Commercial Lines LLC
Adele Becker
Arthur and Karen Becker
Scott and Donna Brinkman
Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Dowling
Drs. Stephanie and Wayne Gibson
Mr. James E. Hannon and 
 Mrs. Patricia Kite-Hannon
KFC Corporation / Yum! Brands
Sterling Lapinski
Kevin and Emily Nolan
Barbara and Halsey Sandford
The Schalow Family
Randy and Beth Scherer
$250 – $499
Mark and Laurie Atwell
Eric and Carrey Dewey
Martyn and Cheryl Gallus
GE Consumer & Industrial Products
Mike and Tena Hargrove
Dr. and Mrs. Joel A. Kaplan
Meredith Loeb
Amy and Gary Lowen
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Maddux
Mr. Jerry Merritt
Joan Pike
Henry and Sharon Potter
Robin and Justin Schotter-Davis
Dr. Jacqueline Simmons
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Smith
Jim and Karen Stone
William G. Strench
Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Vogt
$100 – $249
Harcourt, Eli and Stites Allen
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Joe F. Arterberry
Mr. Bradley Asher and  
 Dr. Susan Coventry
Reverend Joseph R. Atcher
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Boram
Mac Brown Family
Steffanie J.D. Brown
Harry and Norma Bryan
Dr. and Mrs. Ken Calhoun
The Cole Family
Tim and Mary Condon
Marianne H. Cowley, M.D.
Will and Tammy Curlin and Family
Terry and Lisa Davenport
Jason and Katie Domagalski
Doug Draper and Debbie Woolfolk
Sharon and Peter Exley
Greg Fischer and Alexandra  
 Gerassimides Family
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin J. Fisher
Scott and Holly Glordan and Family
Elaine and Steve Gravatte
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Grissom
C. Gregory Henes, M.D. and  
 Elizabeth B. Bernstrom
Jon and Lesley Henney
Hillerich & Bradsby Co., Inc.
John Hillerich
Fred Kleinschmidt
Mr. James R. Kotowski and  
 Dr. Vicki L. Montgomery
Dr. Curt E. Liebman
Elizabeth Dodd Lococo
Jan and David Loring
Mr. and Mrs. H. Carroll Mackin
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Makk
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In Honor of Gail Becker
Rita J. Bell
Edith and Barry Bingham, Jr.
Louise G. Chiles
Gregg and Joan Coleman
James Doran
Tom Doran
Paul, Arricka, Isabelle and  
 Emma Dunsford
Ann S. Fumarolo
Juliet C. and Laman A. Gray, Jr., M.D.
Douglas and Mary Lynn Green
Jim and Virginia Gregory
Kelly Grether
John and Cindy Huber
Frank J. Jacobson
Joseph E. Kutz
Meredith Loeb
Dottie and George McNair
Joseph A. Paradis III
Barbara and Halsey Sandford
Louise and Robert Schulman
Michael and Julie Shannon
Jacqueline Simmons
Beverly Wahl
Jane Welch
Shelly and Kenny Zegart
Matching Gifts
AT&T Kentucky 
eXHiBit MAintenAnce 
AnD rePLAceMent FunD 
New gifts received as of June 30, 2008
In Gail Becker’s 17 years as executive director, she oversaw the complete transformation of the Science Center and is most recognized for developing 
three floors of permanent exhibits that are enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. To honor her legacy, supporters made contributions 
toward the Science Center’s Exhibit Maintenance and Replacement Fund, which was established in 2003 to help keep exhibits up to date and provide 
routine maintenance to keep the Science Center enjoyable for future visitors. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stuart McCombs
Philip R. and Suzanne E. McHugh
Mary Pat Nimon, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Victor W. O’Dell, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Parker
Bill and Mary Ann Parsley
Mr. and Mrs. David Pedley
Phil-Cor, Inc. Consulting
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Powell
In honor of Ms. Barry Queenan
Jim and Jane Ramsey
Ms. Tammy Z. Reid
Andy and Laura Renz
Bernard and Helen Roberts
Robin Rogers and Wayne Daub
David and Mona Schaefer
Ms. Ann Schwartz
Maclynn Scott
Gerard and Dianne Siciliano
Mr. Panos and Dr. Natalie Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Talbot
The Honorable and  
 Mrs. David W. Tandy
Floyd and Patrice Taylor
Mr. Patrick J. Tierney and  
 Ms. Kathleen M. Palmera
Marie Underwood
Rick and Denise Waggener
Sally Weidner
Joanne C. Weiskerger
Stuart and Colleen White
Mr. and Mrs. Brad and  
 Jennifer Wilcox
Sandra N. Wright
Up to $99
Monica Srinivas Adavi
Julia Aebersold
Scott and Kimberly Alvey  
 and Family
Anonymous
Joseph F. Aponte
Architectureisfun, Inc.
Ms. Amy Ashton
Michael Gritton and Kathy Atwood
Joyce Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Barney
Mr. and Mrs. George Barnum
Mr. John Barr
Rita J. Bell
Mr. Donald S. Bornstein
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew W. Breetz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E.  
 Breidenbach
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Brian
Dr. and Mrs. Martin W. Brooks
Cameron Brown, age 5
Mr. and Mrs. Otis Brown
LTC James K. Burton and  
 Ms. Wendy Weirick
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Carlton
Jake, Kate, Edie, and Sam Carnazzo
Kelly and Larry Coomes
Jane Davis
Ginny Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. Gil Delgado
Mr. and Mrs. Scott T. Dickens
The DiLuca Family
Mr. and Mrs. William Dougherty
Ms. Marilyn Doyle
Scot and Juli Duvall
The Early Family
M. Eldemire and S. Seneshen
Mark and Jill Endicott
Ms. Bonnie Farrier
The Finzer Family
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Flaherty
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Franklin
Meghann Frederick
The Gediman Family
Betsey and David Geller
Ms. Ann Gillies
Scott G. and Terry Ann Giltner
Tyson and Suzanne Gorman
Bart and Deborah Greenwald
Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Harbsmeier
Steve Haffner
Anna and Tim Hamel
John and Martha Hartstern
John and Patrice Hayes
Dennis and Diane Heishman
In honor of Alex, Ben, and Ellie Hite
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D. Hornback
Don and Rev. Ann Houlette
John and Cindy Huber
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Jolly
Ms. Kelly McLane Jones
Annette Kaiser
Amie and Shawn Kemper
Rob and Laura King
Family of S. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Knight
Kate and Allan Latts
Jerry, Karen and Cory Lentz
Isaac and Rachel Mackin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Markulike
William and Sandra Martz
In honor of Alan and Paul Mateja
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey T. Mayrose
Ms. Deborah McGrath
Jan Metry
Gerri and Kevin Monsour
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Moore
The Scott E. Moser Family
In memory of Joan Nelson
Lee Ann Nickerson
Mr. and Mrs. Garry J. Nokes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Norman
Ms. Deborah J. O’Hara
A. R. Oxley
Sarah and Duane Parker
Ray Parrella
Ms. Melissa Pascua
Dr. Anna Perry
Lisa Prather
Morgan, Jacob, and Emma Prince
Jim and Linda Proffitt
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Pym
The Mike Rademaker Family
Tom and Janet Raderer
Jeff and Kelly Rager
Kelly C. Raines and P. Elliott Clark
In honor of Saralee Renick  
 and Willa Kornstein
R. Shawn and Karen J. Rich
Mr. Mark Robinson and  
 Ms. Kathy Kotcamp
Stacey and Scott Roussell
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Rudd
Michael and Nikki Russman
Mary E. Opdycke Sawitzki
Samantha Schardein
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Scheen
Mary and James Scheetz
The Schneiders
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Severs
Graham and Evan Sisler
Dennis and Abby Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Smith
Ms. Paula Spatz
Mr. and Mrs. B. Wayne Speedy
Rudolph Spencer III
Dr. Charlotte Gay Stites
Mr. and Mrs. John Taylor
Joe and Carrie Thompson  
 and Family
Alfred B. Turner, Jr.
Joan and Harvey Turner
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Varga
Ms. Wendy Watkins
Jason and Jennifer Watson
Lily Wenz
Mr. and Mrs. George Wheeler
Sarah and Tom Williams
Audrey Wright (3) who loves  
 the water table!
Grant Wright (4) who really,  
 really loves the water table!
Mark and Phoebe Wood
Younger Realty Co.
Matching Gifts for 
Water Table
AT&T Kentucky
Brown-Forman
The Humana Foundation
GE Consumer & Industrial  
 Products
Toyota Motor Manufacturing,  
 Kentucky, Inc.
The UPS Foundation
W.W. Grainger, Inc.
Yum! Brands, Inc.
Louisville Science Center  Annual Report  07-08 1625 The Science of Light Light behaves like little bullets - particles that stream from a source. This explains how shadows work. Light is a type of wave that ripples through space. 
This explains how rainbows happen. The fact that light is both wave and particle is one of the most confusing - and amazing - conundrums of physics.
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tHunDerBLAst ‘08
April 12, 2008
Hospitality Tent Sponsors
AVC Security
David Construction
Excel Services
idX
Industrial Disposal Company  
 and Trash Service
Donations
Blue Grass Brewing Company
Gifts-In-Kind
Masterson’s 
Industrial Disposal Company  
 and Trash Service 
Fred and Robin Lipsey
Reliable Rental
Sign-A-Rama Downtown
Tons of Fun Inflatable Party Rentals
tHe WorLD  
ArounD us:  
coAL eXHiBit KiosK
Gifts received as of June 30, 2008
Anonymous
International Coal Group
Kentucky Coal Association
Kentucky Department of Energy  
 Development and Independence
Peabody Energy
Teco Coal
BAcK to scHooL 
BAsH 
August 10, 2007
SPONSORS/PARTNERS
AEGON
All About Kids
Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana
Huntington Learning Center
Jennifer’s Academy of Dance
KaZoing! Party & Play
Parent-Teacher Store
Qk4
Woodward, Hobson & Fulton, LLP
YMCA Child Enrichment Program
Young Rembrandts
GIFTS-IN-KIND
Allegra Print & Imaging
KFC Corporation/ Yum! Brands, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lipsey
Reliable Rental 
MAD scientist BALL 
November 17, 2007
COMMITTEE
Jim Hannon, Chair
Liz Simpson Cole
Laura Dunbar
Amy Lapinski
Alicia Lewis
Lopa Mehrotra
Kathy Oyler
TABLE SPONSORS
AEGON
Anonymous
AT&T Kentucky
Brinly-Hardy Company
Brown-Forman
Laura Dunbar
E.ON U.S.
GE Consumer & Industrial Products
Hillerich & Bradsby Co.
Humana Inc.
Kindred Healthcare Inc.
Norton Healthcare
Passport Health Plan
SHPS Inc.
Toyota Motor Manufacturing,  
 Kentucky, Inc.
University of Louisville
UPS Worldwide Services
ZirMed, Inc.
TICKET SPONSORS
Gail R. Becker
Chilton & Medley
D.D. Williamson Group, Inc.
Dant Clayton Corporation
Stephanie and Wayne Gibson
Fifth Third Bank, Kentucky, Inc.
KFC Corporation/Yum! Brands, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Lapinski
Mr. and Mrs. H. Carroll Mackin
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Powell
Renae D. Price
Old National Bank
Qk4
The Rotunda Group, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Strench
Drs. Stephanie and Greg Walton
Woodward, Hobson & Fulton, LLP
DONATIONS
Kathy Boyer
Sharon and Ben Butler
Laura J. Dunbar
Elaine and Steve Gravatte
Mr. James E. Hannon and  
 Mrs. Patricia Kite-Hannon
Thomas James
Jeff Lewandowski
Meredith Loeb
John Lytle
Jerry Merritt
Kathryn M. Mershon
Kent and Kathy Oyler
Robert Pope
The Schalow Family
Net Tango
Potter & Associates Architects, PLLC
The UPS Foundation
Beverly Wahl
GIFTS-IN-KIND
21c Museum Hotel
610 Magnolia Restaurant
Actors Theatre of Louisville
Aesthetics In Jewelry
Animal Crackers
Cafe Fraiche
Champions Pointe Golf Club
Cheddar Box
Churchill Downs, Inc.
Gregg and Joan Coleman
Compass Creative
Etcetera
Kelly Grether
Heaven Hill Distilleries, Inc.
Hillerich & Bradsby Co./PowerBilt
Jack Fry’s Restaurant
JB & Me
Juliana Collezione
KFC Corporation/Yum! Brands, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Lavin
LeBliss Salon and Spa
Louisville Metro Police Department
Marriott Louisville Downtown
Medusa Salon
Mike Best Meat Market, Inc.
Moore Jewelry
Paul’s Fruit Market
Physician’s Center for Beauty
Promaster Contracting, Inc.
Republic National Distributing  
 Company
Residence Inn Louisville Downtown
Science Hill Inn
The Tennis Club at Springhurst
Trace Mayer Antiques
Trendz Nail Spa
Jeffrey and Jennifer Tuvlin
UPS Worldwide Services
Linda Watson, consultant, Doncaster 
Women’s Clothing
Yudofsky Furriers
SPECIAL THANKS TO:
AXXIS Inc.
Brown-Forman
Compass Creative
The Event Company
Friends of the Louisville Science Center
Welch Printing
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided in this annual report. If we have made an error in listing your name, please call 502.561.6146.
GrAnts receiveD 
July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008
Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
$149,775 for the KidZone Splash! renovation.
AT&T Foundation, $112,500 for the Virtual  
Science Challenge.
James Graham Brown Foundation, $100,000  
for the Science Education Wing.
AT&T Foundation, $58,000 for the Virtual  
Science Challenge, Round 2 preparation.
Kentucky Department of Energy Development 
and Independence, $50,000 for the Coal Exhibit 
project.
U.S. Department of Justice, $44,717 for  
programs for at-risk youth, a federal earmark 
obtained by Representative John Yarmuth.
E.ON U.S., $25,000 for environmental education 
programs.
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky, Inc.,  
$25,000 for the Virtual Science Challenge.
W. L. Lyons Brown Foundation, $25,000 for  
the KidZone Splash! renovation.
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Wood and Marie Hannah Foundation, $10,000  
for the KidZone Splash! renovation.
The Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels,  
$5,000 for KinderScience Lab supplies and  
materials.
Kosair Charities, $1,500 for KinderScience Lab  
supplies and equipment.
The C.E. and S. Foundation, $3,500 to underwrite 
professional development.
Allegra Print & Imaging, $2,500 for printing  
services for the Back to School Bash. 
E.ON Foundation, $2,500 for environmental  
education programs.
Peabody Coal, $2,500 for the Coal Exhibit  
project.
V.V. Cooke Foundation, $1,000 for the KidZone 
Splash! renovation.
GrAnts AWArDeD  
In prior years and continued in fiscal year 2008
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
$497,050 for the Science Education Wing, a federal 
earmark obtained by Senator Jim Bunning.
LG&E Foundation, (E.ON U.S. Foundation) $150,000  
for The World Around Us exhibit project.
The Paul Ogle Foundation, $150,000 for the  
Science Education Wing.
William E. Barth Foundation, $50,000 for the  
KidZone Splash! renovation.
GE Foundation, $100,000 for the STEPS! program  
for middle school teachers.
Kentucky Department of Education, $49,296  
for summer 2008 Teacher Institutes. 
Kentucky Department of Education, $45,210  
for summer 2007 Teacher Institutes.
Kentucky Department of Education, $30,325  
for summer 2007 Inquiry Summit.
The Cralle Foundation, $15,000 for BioLab programs. 
Manned Space Flight Education Foundation,  
$15,000 for space education programs.
Kentucky Department of Tourism, $14,218  
for Matching Funds Program. 
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LouisviLLe science center BoArD oF Directors
July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Adams
Tyler Allen
Reverend Joseph Atcher
Rep. Scott Brinkman
Babs Clark
Tim Condon
Rob Dowling, M.D.
Laura Dunbar
Greg Fischer
Martyn Gallus
Stephanie Gibson, M.D.
Elaine Gravatte
Jackie Griffin
James Hannon
Jane Hardy
Dennis P. Heishman
John Hillerich, IV
David Holobaugh, III
Franklin Jelsma
B. Riggs Lewis
Curt Liebman, M.D.
Tom Liston
Meredith Loeb
H. Carroll Mackin
Stephen Makk, M.D.
Twila May
Brian Mefford
Lopa Mehrotra
OFFICERS
Joan A. Coleman
Chairman
Bill Strench
Vice Chairman/General Counsel
 
Sterling Lapinski
Secretary
Phillip Stuecker
Treasurer
John L. Huber
Immediate Past Chairman
Jerry Merritt
Lee Ann Nickerson
Kevin Nolan
Kathy Oyler
Barry Pennybaker
Henry Potter
Andy Powell
Jane Ramsey
Ben Ruiz, Sr.
Barbara Sandford
David Schaefer
Laurie Schalow
Maclynn Scott
Marcia Ford Seiler
Barry Sharpe
Raymond Sierpina
Jacqueline Simmons, M.D.
David Smith
Ted Smith, Ph.D.
Kim Stargel
James C. Stone, III
Rosann Tafel
Carolyn Tandy
Leslie Taylor
Stephanie Walton, M.D.
Curtis Warfield
Susan Weiss
Jennifer Wilcox
NEW DIRECTORS
As of July 1, 2008
Shawn Bailey
Lonnie Bellar
Turney Berry
Jane Bowen
Marion Gee
David Parento
Stephen Solomon
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Gail R. Becker
NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As of September 2, 2008
Joanna E. Haas
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totAL revenue      $4,092,272  /  100%
oPerAtinG eXPenses
Educational Programs 582,161  15%
Facilities 706,474 18%
Exhibits 766,804 19%
Marketing 425,845 11%
Administration 549,791 14%
IMAX Theatre 451,421 11%
Development 280,743 7%
Other 198,485 5%
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES* 3,961,724 100%
* Does not include depreciation.
net Assets
Unrestricted 8,785,790   
Temporarily restricted 1,209,788  
Permanently restricted 389,606
TOTAL NET ASSETS 10,385,184 
eArneD revenue
suPPort revenue
20%
22%
11%
15%
10%
6%
6%
2%
4%
1%
3%
Public 
Admissions
Metro 
Government
MembershipsSchool Group
Programs
Gift Shop
Fundraising 
Events
Parking
Contributed Services 
and Property
Other
$836,835
$890,000
$442,871 $427,931 $232,129
$83,960
$173,261
$52,696
$107,913
$2,220,940  /  54%
$1,871,332  /  46%
Grants
$244,492
Private 
Donations
$600,184
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